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COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF SPORT 
AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

The Association Agreement provides for promotion of 
sport and physical activity, healthy lifestyle, enhanced 
national competencies in sports, integration of disad-
vantaged people through sport, as well as protection 
against threats to sport such as doping, match-fixing, 
racism and violence. 

In 2016, Ukraine achieved significant results in those 
areas.

In February 2016, the National Strategy on Recre-
ational Physical Activity in Ukraine until 2025 — 
“Physical Activity–Healthy Lifestyle–Healthy Na-
tion” was approved (Decree of the President of Ukraine 
No 42 of 9 February 2016). The Government of Ukraine 
approved the Action Plan 2017 for Implementation 
of the National Strategy (Resolution of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine No 653 of 8 September 2016). 

For reference: The National Strategy on Recreational Physical Activity in Ukraine until 2025 — “Physical Activity–Healthy Life-
style–Healthy Nation” defines the purpose and main tasks aimed at creating conditions to increase public involvement in recre-
ational physical activity. This will contribute to the solution of the humanitarian and social economic problems for individuals, 
society and the state. Development of the National Strategy is based on the recommendations of the World Health Organiza-
tion, the Council of Europe, the European Union; and national legislation under which the state aims at providing the formula-
tion and implementation of multilevel and comprehensive policies to encourage citizens to recreational physical activity. This 
will reduce the risk of noncommunicable diseases, which are the main reason for high premature mortality rate in Ukraine.

To execute the Action Plan 2017 for Implementation of the National Strategy on Recreational Physical Activity in Ukraine until 
2025 — “Physical Activity–Healthy Lifestyle–Healthy Nation”, the Draft resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On 
establishment of Coordination Council for the Popularization of Recreational Physical Activity” was developed. 

For reference: The Draft resolution of the Ministry of Youth and Sport of Ukraine No 9934/5.4 of 25 November 2016 was sub-
mitted for approval to the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Regional Development, the Ministry of 
Information Policy, the Ministry of Social Policy, the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, the Ministry of Finance, the 
State Communications Committee, the National Olympic Committee, the Sport Committee of Ukraine, the National Sports 
Committee for the Disabled of Ukraine, “Sport for All” Volyn Oblast Centre for Physical Health of Nation, and the State Scientific 
and Research Institute of Physical Training and Sports. As of 28 December 2016, the Draft resolution was approved by the Min-
istry of Education, the Ministry of Regional Development, the Ministry of Information Policy, the Ministry of Finance, the State 
Communications Committee and the State Scientific and Research Institute of Physical Training and Sports.

The draft of the National Targeted Social Programme of Physical Activity and Sport Development until 2020  is being 
agreed upon.

For reference: This Programme is aimed at allocating the leading role to physical activity and sport in Ukraine as an important 
factor of healthy lifestyle, disease prevention, formation of humanistic values, creation of conditions for comprehensive har-
monious development of an individual, promotion of physical and spiritual perfection, identification of reserve capacity of the 
organism, formation of citizens’ patriotism and positive image of the state in the world community.

In order to bring the legislation in compliance with the European requirements and standards, in May 2016, the Ministry of 
Youth and Sport of Ukraine drafted the Amendments to the Law of Ukraine “On physical activity and sport”, which defines 
sporting weapons and regulates purchase, storage, carriage and use of sporting weapons and ammunition (Articles 1 and 48 
respectively). In November 2016, this draft law was submitted for consideration of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine (letter No 
1382/4.3/16 of 30 November 2016).

Given the need for reforms in sport infrastructure construction and maintenance, the Ministry of Youth and Sport of 
Ukraine developed the Draft resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On amendments to the list of phys-
ical activity and sport establishments having the status of Olympic, Paralympic and Deaflympic training centres”.  
The project provides for excluding from the list the centres that are not used for national and international sports competitions 
and training process, and including instead physical activity and sport establishments. Implementation of these amendments 
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will improve the organisation of the training process of Ukrainian national teams. In 2016, the new list of Olympic and Paralym-
pic training centres to be exempted from land tax was initiated. The Draft resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 
“On approval of the list of Olympic and Paralympic training centres to be exempted from land tax”, which is being worked 
upon, should improve legal regulation of land relations for the development of physical activity and sport, improvement of ma-
terial and technical conditions, as well as stable functioning of Olympic and Paralympic training centres. While working on the 
draft amendments, the Ministry of Youth and Sport of Ukraine has analysed the initiatives made by physical activity and sport 
societies, the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine and the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.

For the purposes of the Association Agreement, the Ministry of Youth and Sport of Ukraine continued its organisational and 
methodological work on public experiment to involve national sports federations of individual Olympic sports in the or-
ganisation of sporting events (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 573 of 5 August 2015), included in the Uniform 
schedule of fitness and sporting events aimed at training athletes and national teams for their participation in national and inter-
national sports competitions. The sports federations play a leading role in sport, so the expansion of their powers is an important 
step for the development of sport in Ukraine. The experiment enables the federations to gain experience in independent plan-
ning, use and appropriate reporting on the use of the State Budget of Ukraine for organising and holding events. In October–
December 2016, the progress of the experiment within the national sports federations was checked; as a result the federations 
were recommended to refine federation-to-ministry reporting procedures on the use of budget funds and sporting events. In 
late December 2016, the Draft resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine was approved extending the experiment 
duration, increasing the number of participants and expanding the powers of the national sports federations. During 2016, the 
federations received from the state budget more than UAH 90,000,000 for the organisation and holding of sporting events 

For reference: The expenditures totaled UAH 91,874,800, including: UAH 12,038,700 for the Ukrainian Weightlifting Federation; 
UAH 42,414,300 for the Ukrainian Athletics Federation; UAH 14,674,800 for the Ukrainian Diving Federation; UAH 21,000,000 
for the Basketball Federation of Ukraine; and UAH 1,747,000 for the Ice Hockey Federation of Ukraine.

On 16 November 2016, Minister of Youth and Sport of Ukraine Ihor Zhdanov met with the representatives of the Ligue Eu-
ropéenne de Natation (LEN) to discuss issues of the 2017 European Diving Championship to be held in Ukraine.

Ukraine achieved significant results in its fight against doping in sport. On 7–8 November 2016, the first meeting of the Euro-
pean Committee for the World Anti-Doping Agency (САНАМА) and the Monitoring Group of the Anti-Doping Convention of 
the Council of Europe (T-DO) was held in Kyiv, Ukraine. At the meeting, the Agreement on Cooperation between the National 
Anti-Doping Center of Ukraine and the NADO of Germany was signed. According to this agreement, the first working meet-
ing was held in 2016, at which the parties discussed the action plan for the next year, the activities of the anti-doping services in 
Germany were reviewed, and the plan and the programme of doping control officer training were drafted. 

On 19 October 2016, the Draft law of Ukraine “On anti-doping control in sport” (Reg. No 4724) was approved in the first 
reading. The provisions of the draft law are aimed at bringing the Ukrainian legislation in compliance with the International Con-
vention against Doping in Sport, creating a legal and institutional framework for doping control laboratory accreditation and 
meeting the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) requirements by Ukraine and the National Anti-Doping Center. 

For reference: The draft law defines legal and organisational principles of anti-doping control in Ukraine, participation of 
relevant institutions and organisations in prevention of use and spread of doping in sport. Through the amendments to the 
draft law, the Committee suggested that Ukraine should apply the European anti-doping activity management principle, i.e. 
establish the Supervisory Board for Doping Control. The anti-doping laboratory will become a business entity upon the WADA 
accreditation.

The Association Agreement provides for stronger fight against match-fixing in cooperation with European partners. 
Thus, on 3 July 2016, Ukraine signed the Council of Europe Convention on an integrated safety, security and service ap-

proach at football matches and other sports events that would become the platform for intergovernmental joint efforts to 
combat manipulation of sports competitions, including match-fixing in football, hockey and other sports games.

On 16 November 2016, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine ratified the Council of Europe Convention on the Manipulation of 
Sports Competitions. Its implementation will allow preventing, detecting and sanctioning national or transnational manipula-
tion of national and international sports competitions, and promote national and international cooperation against manipula-
tion of sports competitions between relevant state bodies, organisations involved in sport and sports betting. 
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COOPERATION ON CIVIL SOCIETY

Under Articles 469–470 of the Association Agreement, the EU–Ukraine Civil Society Platform was established as a joint civil 
society body aimed at ensuring public control over the implementation of the Association Agreement.

On 11 February 2016, the second meeting of the EU–Ukraine Civil Society Platform was held in Brussels assessing the progress 
in the implementation of the Association Agreement and the related reforms. The EU–Ukraine Civil Society Platform submitted 
two analytical reports: the report on anti-corruption policy and the report on energy. 

On 8–9 November 2016, the third meeting of the EU–Ukraine Civil Society Platform was held in Kyiv presenting two thematic 
reports: 

– Regulation of Labour Market in the EU and Ukraine: common features and differences;
– Adaptation of Ukrainian labour law to the EU legislation. Anti-discrimination legislation and practice with regard to the 

rights of vulnerable groups in the context of the Association Agreement.
The 2017 action plan and the topics of the following analytical reports (annual results of the EU free trade area, social and 

economic situation in Ukraine and the analysis of the implemented provisions of the Association Agreement in terms of envi-
ronmental protection) were agreed on. 

– On 24 February 2016, within the framework of the implementation of the Agreement on regular contacts between the 
EU–Ukraine Civil Society Platform and Association Committee, the Government of Ukraine decided on obligatory quarterly 
meetings to be held by Government Office for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration of the Cabinet of Ministers Secretariat 
between the members of the Association bilateral bodies and the Ukrainian Party representatives of the EU–Ukraine Civil Soci-
ety Platform. In 2016, three meetings were organised and held to discuss the results of the Government’s work, and organisation, 
monitoring and coordination of the Association Agreement implementation.

On 26 February 2016, the National Strategy for Civil Society Development in Ukraine for 2016–2020 was approved to-
gether with the action plan for its implementation. The strategy defines the areas of cooperation between civil society organi-
sations of Member States of the European Union and Ukraine in the harmonisation of national legislation on civil society with 
the EU law. 
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